158             THE BRITISH COLOKIAL  EMPIRE
philatelists all over the world is the design and printing of
postage stamps for all Colonial Governments for both
regular and special issues. Great care and secrecy has to be
exercised over every stage of this work, preparation of
designs, making and issue of special water-marked paper,
gumming and perforating, and especially meticulous scrutiny
to detect any defects, for "freak" stamps which escape into
circulation acquire great philatelic value. Quite an appre-
ciable revenue accrues to Colonial funds from the stamp
trade and mutual benefits result from the arrangement
whereby the Office acts as intermediary for the sale of
stamps.
The Crown Agents also undertake the sale in this country
of all Colonial Government publications, of which there is
a wide range. The various Colonial Currency Boards are
housed at Millbank, and the Office undertakes the supply
of coin to all Colonies that have not their own currency
boards. Many other miscellaneous duties also fall to its
share, such as, for instance, the arranging of passages of
Colonial officials, their wives and families, and of special
missions, by sea and air, to every quarter of the globe.
Notwithstanding the multifarious duties which they thus
perform, the cost of these services to the Colonial Govern^
ments, if worked out at a flat rate "of the whole turnover
annually, forms only a fractional percentage on the total,
and it is safe to say that, taking everything into account,
with the accumulated tradition and experience of the Office,
the same result could not be achieved with equal security,
efficiency and economy in any other way.
Every Colony in these days has its public works, transport,
medical, agricultural, educational, judicial, prisons, police*
pasts and telegraphs, customs, secretarial and many other
departments, some of these services in the more important
Colonies being on quite a large scale, and all these depart-